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MAASTRICHT PREPARES FOR THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL S
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Maestricht is getting itself dressed up to welcome’tho ten
European heads of government and their ministers of Foreign
Affairs who will be meeting here on the 23rd and 24th of March
for a summit conference of the Council of Europe. Lmhe conference
will be opened by Queen Beatrix with a luncheon at the Gover-
nor's offices given in honour of the government leaders.

.f~¢~ In all, for this two-day meeting and the assoctated preparations,
an estimated 6% million guilders will be spent. .

' Half of this sum will be devoted to en:uring‘tho lecuzity of

the heads of government, their.ministers and delegetion leaders.

Although the various delegations will bring their own seeugity

pefsonnel, the responsibility for the safety of the European

visitors lies primarily with the Maastricht Commissioner of Police.
~ His own men will be reinforced by units of the national police
"force (the Rijkspolitie) and by agents of the internal security
"service. Including the 200 members of Maastricht's own poiice
force, there will be a total of about 1 500 policemen on duty
on the 23rd and 24th of March. The Ministry of the Interior’alone
has planned an expenditure of 3 million guilders for the trans-
port, food and accommodation required by this forte.
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het bat 8 voorlichtingscentrum voor de provincie limburg en de stad maastricht ter gelegenhead van de
~ 'NL 8211 EX bijéenkomst van de europese raad, maart 1981,
MAASTRICHT information cenira for the province of kmburg and the city ol maastncm in connomion with
fol. 04316104 he european councd meeking, march 1981
cenlre’ d'inlormation pour la province de imbourg el 1a ville de maestrichi en mhon do s
rdunion dy conceil aurapéen, mars 1981, )
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Maastricht itself will pay four hundred thousand guilders
towards the cost of the hospitality offered to the heads of
- government while the province has contributed two hundred

e
HE LN

and fifty thousand guyilders and the businell‘community a further
hundred thousand. In view of the Netherlands' position, during
the first half of 1981, as president of the Council of Europe,
the Minietry'of Foreign Affairs has budgetted 2% million

guilders for the maintenance of a secretariat over this period
and for the holding of less lavishly organised meetings. Such
gatherings include those of the European Foreign Ministern‘and

a meeting of ‘all the Community Ministers of Public Works.

A large proportion of this 24 million guilder- will go towards

" the organisation of the summit conference in Maastricht;

A major problem during the planning of the conference wes the
shortage of hotel accommodation in Maastricht. The city can.
muster about 600 hotel beds but, apart from the heads of
government themselves and their ministers, an estimated 500
delegation leaders, interpreters and security agents, together
‘'with around 600 national and foreign journalists, are expected.
‘The government leaders will be very comfortably accommodated ‘
in the Hotel Maastricht, situated on the banks of the Maas,
Beyond that, use will be made of the many seasonal'hotels in the
surrounding area, such as those in Valkenburg, which are. generally
closed-up during winter and early spring. A daily-ehuttle-lerVLG|
of buses and taxis to and from the Maastricht Town Hall will be
provided for all the E.B,c.fofficiels and functionaries who
will be meeting there, - ’ |
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The extensive-restoration of the 17th century town hall has

been accelerated by one year and great efforts are being made

to eomplete this work before the March meeting of the heads

of government bt which time the renovations will have cost

1% million guilders. Then the meeting chamber can be especially
fitted out for the conference of the Heads of Burope with,

for example, seven interpretera' booths. Temporary but major
changes will also affect the city council offices - the .
administrative centre of the city - which are located near

the town hall ano'are connected to it by a tunnel. These alter-
ations are neceSSary to provide the delegates with room to ,

work and to supply a press centre for the hundreds of journaliltl.
' The officials who normally work in the city council office
building will therefore have to seek alternative accommodation
for a few days. An extensive communications network has been
installed by the Dutch Broadcasting Council and 'the Post Office.
This network has to ensure that the reporters and delegation
leaders can enjoy direct contact with their editors and with the-

'capitals elswhere in Europe.

On the 14th of March ten days before the summit meeting, ~
a 'Europe week' organised by provincial and local government
as well as by the business community will' beqin as a kind of
"warm up” to the conference. For ten days thevcity will take
on a European tinge. Several streets will be temporarily
rebaptised with the names of Buropean countries and policenan
from the countries concerned will be “on duty", dressed in
their nornal uniforme, in the corresponding atreeta.



Further, each of the ten days will be devoted to a ditfercnt_
- member state of the European Community.

In ;ummary: Maastricht - generally alreédy recognised as an
'international’ city - will be an outstanding European City
in the latter half of March. The rich international culture
of the city will f£it this atmosp§ere admirably. |
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